Cherry Hinton Bellringers AGM March 2026

Secretary report
It was with great sadness that we all learnt of the death of Marina Warner only a few weeks ago. Although I did not know Marina for as long as many of you reading this report, I have personally rung with Marina many times at practices, weddings & Christmas services at Cherry Hinton. Marina was very well known in the District & particularly encouraged new & junior ringers. She will be very much missed. We are in the process of organising a regular Cherry Hinton Sunday ringers QP in her memory.
Thank you to everyone who has supported the tower the past year from those ringing on a Sunday, weddings (4 this year!), QP’s & attending tower practices which are generally well attended with a variety of ringing skill levels. There have only been a few Sundays when we have not been able to ring for the service. A big thank you to our teachers & experienced ringers who continue to improve the ringing in the tower.
Katherine Probert continues to run Sunday ringing rota as well as wedding ringing,  thank you to all who complete the rota & volunteer to ring for weddings which is always done in a timely fashion.
Will Roberts continues to organise the spreadsheet where ringers who are interested in attending Tuesday practice scan sign up that they are hoping to attend. Will is also our steeple keeper with Ian & Robert providing invaluable assistance when needed.
Cherry Hinton continues to run a rolling rota of those willing to lead the practice sessions which i think both helps to share the load & give everyone an idea as to where everyone’s ability is & what members would like to ring. Again thank you to everyone who volunteers for this rota.
Greg Shields continues to keep an eye on the accounts & be a valuable source of assistance.
Ian Hamilton as well as teaching duties has been busy organising QP’s.
Anne-Marie is our ‘social secretary’ organising both the holy curry & Christmas get together. Again this year we had a ‘bring & share’ tea in the church one Tuesday in December & this seemed to work well with really good attendance.
We continue to have an additional 30 minutes at 7pm on a Tuesday for hand bell practice. We remain in the process of continuing to master some methods on them & we ‘performed’ carols again at the St Andrew’s carol service.
Once again Cherry Hinton sent 3 young ringers to the Ringing world national youth competition, all 3 performed brilliantly in Birmingham & are a credit to the Tower.
We are facing some challenges though as we enter our third year without a Tower Captain. I think that we all feel that this is a valuable role & would help provide more structure to the Tower management. We also do need to attract some new ringers to the tower ideally from the local community. I was recently told by a regular Tuesday practice ringer that unfortunately 80-90% of learner ringers will stop after the first few months.
[bookmark: _heading=h.vpc6fk21jfws]Finally a big thank you to everyone who has helped share the tower jobs & for helping keep the Tower running successfully.



